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1 . NEWS THAT THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE IS ENTERING 
THE FINAL PHASE OE ITS MARK UP ON THE TRADE BILL PROMPTS 
ME TO ASK FOR A JOINT (STATE/COMMERCE/CIEP) READING ON 
WHAT SPECIFIC STEPS WOULD BE REQUIRED BETWEEN SIGNING OF 
THE BILL AND ACTUAL GRANTING OF MFN TO ROMANIA. I RECALL 
FOR INSTANCE DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON REGARDING A 
COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT AS A NECESSARY VEHICLE FOR ACCORDING 
MFN BUT ALSO A BELIEF THAT PRESIDENTIAL COMMITMENTS AT 

THE TIME TO THE USSR REQUIRED MORE RAPID ACTION ON A US/ 
SOVIET COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT THAN ON A US/ROMANIAN ONE. 

2. US COMMITMENT TO MFN FOR ROMANIA (AUGUST 1969) OF 
COURSE PRECEDES THAT TO THE USSR. IN ANY CASE, IN TERMS 

OF OUR POLICY OF NOT TREATING EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
AS SUBORDINATE TO THE SOVIETS, WE NEED TO MOVE EAST 
ENOUGH SO AS TO BE ABLE TO GRANT MEN TO ROMANIA, IF NOT 
AHEAD OF THE SOVIETS AT LEAST AT THE SAME TIME. IE THIS 
MEANS STARTING WORK ON A COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT WE OUGHT 
TO DO THAT NOW. 

3. WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE WASHINGTON ASSESSMENT 
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PROPOSED TIMETABLE EOR GETTING IT DONE. TIMING IS 
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN A POLICY CONSISTENT 
WITH OUR EARLIER COMMITMENTS TO ROMANIA. A LAG BETWEEN 
PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION AND GRANTING OE MEN STATUS TO 
ROMANIA WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE MISUNDERSTOOD BY ROMANIANS 
AND COULD SUBSTANTIALLY LESSEN THE POSITIVE EFEECT OF 
OUR GRANTING MFN. 

BARNES 
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